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TWO GREAT EVENTS!

COUNTY LEAGUE DAY
MSaturgday, February 27th, 9am-noon

Our Speaker: Senator Joe Simitian

'ghe Honorable Senator from the 11th District
angd @ long-time supporter of the League will
bring us up to speed on the current state of
our State and what lies ahead in 2010.
REGISTRATION 9 - 9:30am
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS 9:30am
SENATORSIMITIAN' S P RESIBahTATI ON
LWV COUNTY BUSINESS MEETING 11am

League membersBring this newsletter and your blue roster hand-
book with the County Positions for the business meeting!

PLACE: Independence Hall in Woodside
near the corner of Woodside and Whiskey Hill Roads, off [-280

COST: $10 registration includes a light continental breakfast

Please RSVP today by contacting ELLEN HOPE:
Call (650) 839-8647 or email ellenjhope@aol.com
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A SPECIAL TIMELY TOPICS EVENT

Thursday, March 25, 7pm
at the Menlo Atherton Performing Arts Center

AnCities for AlIl Ages
ning and Our Aging
A Presentation by DON WEDEN  sce page 3

:



FROM THE PRESIDENT

) As welcomed as the winter rain is our
level of activity so far this year! Having
OSt SONX¥ SR GKS
we are now ready for COUNTY LEAGUE
DAY with Sen. Joe Simitian on February 27. | heard
his presentation on education funding last month.
The prospects were pretty grim; but | was heart-
ened by his commitment and smart approaches to
I O02dzyGilr oAt AGE AY SRd
R2YyQl YA&daa KAY | yilesS1R2
fee includes a pretty nice spread. Bring your blue
roster booklet for the business meeting after-
wards. RSVP now and encourage your friends to
join us.

You really missed a terrific event in San Mateo to
raise awareness for Prop 15 for Fair Elections/
Clean Money. Did you know that lobbyists only
pay a $12.50 registration fee to peddle their influ-
ence in Sacramento now? | pay more than that as
a notary! Prop 15 will publically fund candidates
running for Secretary of State by raising lobbyists
fees to $350, among other things. The only special
interest the person who oversees elections and
OK22aSa @2GAy3 YI OKAY
why the League says Yes to Prop 15!

We are also making an extra effort to expand our
NBII OK o0& (SIFYAy3a 6A0K
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Debby Maio made one of my League dreams
come true with the renovation of our website
with League EasyWeb. Our Chairs will have the
means to keep you up-to-date on events and is-
sues online. Check it out! Thanks are due to Gle
Long for hosting our website for so long!

u 2
a ¢
2y

| am genuinely excited by what we are doing but
we need more hands to help just a little to make
big changes for the better. Please say YES when a
member calls for help. Better still, volunteer!

L 2dzQff 6S AT IR &2dz RA
Jamie Shepard, Board President
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BOARD BRIEFS

From the February 1st Board meeting:

Natlonalé WVUS) has provided fundmr%]for a

gh sclBE tbtér regidtrNibnnBiods %o
determine whether assemblies or discussion
groups do a better job of convincing high school
students to register to vote. Carole Dorshkind has
volunteered to head our effort at the four tar-
geted high schools in our area. [See Page 7. Ed.]

7Ehk Rb?ce? §ff|mshe.d gné‘%@llfbé manie@sbohly

¥he éjoardsvoted to approve SLzanneal:ouche and
Evan Hughes to represent the Board on the 2010
Nominating Committee.

Voter Services Chair Kathy Armstrong reported
that we will need to recruit more speakers for our
Pros and Cons presentations on the five measures
now on the June Ballot.

Our new Web site is just about ready. We will
continue to research the possibility of paying dues
and donations online; but for now, we will pro-
vide a form that can be downloaded, printed out,
and mailed to the office.

The next Board meeting will be Monday, March 1,

b8 TRWaf B kPR R4 HFINT 80

Shlrley Desmarais, Board Secretary

sdesmarais@pacbell.net
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Jack Morris resumed the duties of Treas-
urer. But, we need someone to h'elp out,
dzy RS NJ WI O Cdatact Jacku St | 3
Morris for details: jackhm@att.net or 322886

Communications

This new committee will handle public

- 3% and internal communications - the
w VOTER, our new website, PR and ad-
vertising. No experience necessary. Good for
people with phone and/or computer skills. For
& ehbdrmatidhlBoYitAc®eébbl Maio
(dmmaio@mac.com, 780974) or Lucile
Spurlock (caspurlock@aol.com, 32858 ).
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867-0885 gojamieshepard@gmail.com
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ACi ti es for
Land Use Planning and
Our Aging Po

A Special Timely Topics Event

With DON WEDEN

Thursday, March 25th E7:30pm

At the Menlo Atherton Performing Arts
Center, 555 Middlefield Road, Atherton

Are the cities of South San Mateo County prepared
F2NJ GKS | LILINRF OKAYy3 a&a
crease in non-driving residents? From a housing
and land use perspective, what must our cities do
to prepare for this dramatic demographic change?
Veteran land use planner and popular speaker DON
2959bQ{ lFyasgSNAR Yl& ad
this opportunity to hear an eye-opening presenta-
tion about our future by a very engaging speaker!
Free admission. Open to the public. Invite a friend!
Co-sponsored by our League and the City of
Menl o Park’s HousI
Our thanks to League Board member
Patty Boyle, who chairs the Housing Commissior
for organizing this event

OUR LEAGUE BOOK GROUP

Our March book, Europe's Promise by Steven Hill, is

EUROPES

now available at Kepler's. We will
meet on Thursday, March 18, at
TYonlLlY G . I NDBFN
Durlston Road, Redwood City. Mem-
bers and guests are welcome.
Contact Judy Orttung aB47-1779
or jorttung@comcast.net

KEPLERS SUPPORTS US:

Shop in the store or online. Just specify o
League for a 10% credit on your purchas

through Keplers Community Partners Do
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ELECTION IS JUNE 8:
b NEEDED!
once again spring into action to help voters
Stj6rk [Sed\age Hf]Eiii.]dZ)/ ' YAé BAGK
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Starting in April, our LWV
understand the five statewide ballot meas-
EProposition 13: Property Tax; New Con-

THEISTATEWIDEEPRIMARY
Speakers
Speakers Bureau will
ures for the upcoming June 8 primary elec-
struction Exclusion; Seismic Retrofitting

EProposition 14: Elections: Open Primaries

15. gégeéonsAgA 5 3

Ksm
public Fundmg or candi srun-
nmg for CA Secretary of State

BProposition 16: New Two-Thirds Require-
ment for Local Public Electricity Providers

t|on 17: AIIows Auto Insurance

Cgmpa ies tr(pégée esfr l’rlge,ﬂn Partona
5NRABSNRa | Aaild2NE 27

Enjoy learning about both sides of an issue?

Enjoy speaking with small to medium-sized
groups? The June election provides a great
opportunity to try your hand as a League

speaker, or come back to Speakers Bureau if
82dzQ@08S o06SSy 2dzi F2NJ |
Speakers Bureau is a fun, supportive, and

I energszwg%c@\ﬂy whefe WSl&arn @d6ufithe
issues together and go out in pairs to share
unbiased and non-partisan pros and cons

with a variety of local civic and social groups.

2 SQONB Ifgl ea
appreciative audience.
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Want to learn more? Or would you like to
have a speaker come present the Pros and
Cons to your group? Please ask!

Contact: Kathy Armstrong, LWVSSMC
Speakers Bureau Coordinator 323623

tion Program!
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http://www.amazon.com/Europes-Promise-European-Best-Insecure/dp/0520261372/ref=ntt_at_ep_dpi_1

2010 NOMINATIONS
ARE IN ORDER:

&!

) The Nominating Committee will
begin meeting soon to find and recommend
new Board officers and other members for
positions on and off the Board. Full terms are
for two years, and the positions to be filled
for the 2010-11 year are VP Admin, Secre-
tary, Treasurer, Fundraising, Housing, Com-
munications, and VOTER Editor. [f you
would like to serve in an official capacity in
our League, or want to suggest another
member for consideration, please contact:
Nominating Committee Chair Gerry Felix
(gfelix@unitedamericanbank.com

or phone 366-5424)

Evan Hughes (evanhughesphd@aol.com

or phone 329-8698)

Lida Urbanek (lurbanek@sbcglobal.net

or phone 324-9105)

Judy Orttung (jorttung@comcast.net

or phone 847-1779)

Suzanne Fouche ( safouche@comcast.net
or phone 306-9096

063 8&#4* 5 &%4

WOW! Our new and improved website is up

and running. Take a look at the all-new
WWW.LWVSSMC.ORG.

Thanks, Debby Maio, for taking the lead of

this project! It looks great!

SAVE THE DATES

Wednesday, April 28, 7pm at

| The Sequoias, Portola Valley:
member JO GILBERT will tell us
about her most recent trip to
Afghanistan.

Wednesday, May 26, 6pm: Our ANNUAL
DINNER MEETING, which will also include
dinner at Sultana Restaurant in Menlo Park
(same place as last year) with another excit-

THE BAY AREA LEAGUE

¢tKS [2+.!1 Qa
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needed to address climate change under SB375.
The speakers were informative and inspiring. See
I FdzZ £ NBLRNI 2y (B8
Area Monitor www.lwvbayarea.org.

Brief Summary of SB 375 (2008)

1. It creates a Sustainable Communities Strategy
(SCS) linking climate policy with regional land use
and transportation planning to reduce green-
house-gas (GHG) emissions. Cars and light trucks
account for about 64% of the emissions in the Bay
Area transportation sector. An SCS, based on a
regional target for GHG reduction, identifies areas
for housing and development for all of the re-
gion's population with significant resource areas
and farmland, an integrated development pat-
tern, and transportation network to achieve GHG
reduction targets for the region, if feasible. The
plan must also comply with the federal clean air
and transportation laws.

2. The bill aligns the program for the regional dis-
tribution of housing for consistency with the SCS.
It expands regional and local responsibilities rela-
tive atg hogsing o It requires that
the ﬁ)gnh Kle(r?i?‘y res @%%{peas sufficient to
accommodate all economic groups of the Bay

I NBI Qa
that, within three years of amending their hous-
ing elements, local governments enact zoning to
implement those elements

3. It adds new provisions to the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act to encourage land use de-
cisions that implement the SCS.

4. It adds new modeling provisions to account for
the transportation impacts of land use decisions.
5. It explicitly assigns implementation responsi-
bilities to the Association of Bay Area Govern-
ments (ABAG) and Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC), both members of the Joint
Policy Committee (JPC). Policies approved by the
JPC guide the two lead regional agencies in fulfill-
ing their responsibilities in collaboration with the
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STATE LEAGUE NEWS &

ADVOCACY UPDATES

Save the Date:
LWVC Leader-
: ship Council,
SN May 15-16,

B wam  Sacramento

Check out the Leadership Council blog at
www. lwvc.wordpress.com for more informa-
tion and discussion. Each League is invited to
send one voting delegate and encouraged to
send additional non-voting leaders to take ad-
vantage of informative workshops, plenary
sessions, the caucuses, and the banquet.

¢CKA& @SIFNDRa 22NJ]akKzl
e Tips for Presidents and Treasurers

¢ MGIK Basics: Attracting & Retaining
League Members

Fundraising Fundamentals

Potential Hot Topics on the November
Ballot

[ 201t [ SF3dzSaqQ =21
Voter & Smart Voter to Connect Voters
with the Information They Need.

State Ed Fund Board To Re
instate Online Pros & Cons
for June 2010 Election

At its January meeting, the LWVCEF Board ap-
proved the Voter Information Working Group
0xL2Du0UQa
sion of the Pros & Conen state propositions
as a pilot project for the June 2010 election.
Local Leagues will be able to download a PDF
of the June 2010 Pros & Constarting around
April 13. The intention is to give Leagues the
option of adding their own contact informa-
tion to the PDF prior to making copies to dis-
tribute in their communities.

For information on issues and advocacy at the
auolos tS@Stz gAaAl 0K
www.LWVC.org

NEOZ2YYSYRIUIN2XNrigN iXS2¥

RefocusedIn Depth and New
Pro/Con Speakers Network

The LWVCEF Board also approved the Voter
LYF2NXIGA2Y
mendations intended to improve support to
local League ballot measure speakers. The In
Depth content will be refocused more as a
supplement to the official ballot materials and
will be updated as new information comes to
light. In addition, League speakers will be given
easy access to the proposition analysis from
0KS [S3aAatlraGAdS 1yl
about fifteen weeks before an election. Finally,
a new web site will be launched to allow
speakers to share information and presenta-
tion tools.
For the June election, the LAO reports will be
Javailgbje grqund Kepr@ty 23RS I Depth will
be ready about April 6, and the goal for the
fldzyOK 2F GKS
early April. More information is available in an

While the League has not endorsed any par-
ticular route to reform, we believe it is impor-
tant to participate in the public discussion.
Here are some of the groups we are following:

REPAIR CALIFORNIA is a coalition advocating a
constitutional convention.
www.repaircalifornia.org

CALIFORNIA FORWARD has proEosaIs for re-,

and the relationship between state and local
government. www.caforward.org

CENTER FOR GOVERNMENTAL STUDIES
www.cgs.org publishes research and analyses
of governance issues. See their article on the
pros and cons of a constitutional convention.

CITIES, COUNTIES & SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

S 5 E t% Iﬁ%éf;lﬂ[\as;&iésﬁé%t&égship.org .
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http://lwvc.files.wordpress.com/2010/01/state-capitol-sacramento-ca338.jpg

LWVUS: NATIONAL UPDA

From LWVUS President Mary Wilson

...l returned to Washington,
DC at the invitation of the
Committee on House Admini-
stration to testify at their
congressional hearing enti-
Gf SR a5STFAYA
Campaign Finance in an age
2F {dzZLINBYS / 2

The hearing was scheduled to take place fol-
f26Ay3 GKS | o{ & { dzLJ
sion in the Citizens United v. FEC case late

last month. My message to lawmakers was
that they must pass legislation governing
corporate and union spending quickly, in or-
der for it to take effect for the 2010 elec-

tions. The League supports numerous con
cepts moving forward in this post-Citizens
United context; however, on Capitol Hill |
stressed the need for enhanced disclosure.

As part of my remarks, | also warned the
Committee to do no further harm. It is the

[ SF3dz2SQa 2LIAYA2Y (KI
evoke a number of proposals that, we be-
lieve, could make our election system and
government processes even worse. In my full
testimony | pointed to a number of other
proposals ¢ from new controls on foreign
corporations to public financing ¢ that Con-
gress should consider in seeking to block cor-
ruption of American democracy. ... It was a
lively hearing with a great many opinions ex-
pressed from the panel and lawmakers. We
will keep the heat on to be sure some of

these solutions are enacted!

Also, | am already getting excited about Con-
vention in Atlanta June 11-15. | hope you are
too!

[See www.LWV.org and look for information on
UKS [ Sl 3dzSQa bl uA2yl §

I 1f you are interested in representing our
League at the National Convention in Atlanta,
tell one of the Board members!

onitor, or actiono rguniti
| monitprgddor actipnoppgrgunits
ongress: Arms Control; otin

2010 Legislative Priorities

After a review of 2009 congressional action and a

discussion of expected activity in 2010, the
LWVUS Board of Directors has adopted the fol-
lowing Legislative Priorities for 2010: Global Cli-

mate Change; Health Care Reform; and Money in
Elections (campaign finance reform). Our Legisla-

tive Watch List includes issues which need to be

in the 111th
gsﬁ?ghts; Elec-

dzti{?‘ﬂ Refpr@;&tkic‘@%\n%qu&y@g Reform; and UN

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-

crimination Against Women (CEDAW). The Board

tion requires it. It should also be noted that DC
Voting Rights and CEDAW are perennial legisla-
tive priorities that the LWV has worked hard for
in the past and is committed to working for suc-
cessful passage. See the Report on Member-
Recommended LWV Priorities for Advocacy 2010
for a tally of the member-recommended items
for advocacy.

Nl have épgoﬁ%m#legzté revfé\bl%e%r)l\o@iesR SOAT

throughout the year to make changes if the situa-

CLIMATEICHANGEY A 6 SR oAt ¢

League Urges Representatives to Op-
pose Overturning EPA Finding

The League sent a letter to the House of Repre-
sentatives urging members to oppose legislation
from Representatives Moran and Pomeroy which
would overturn the EPA's scientific finding that

global warming pollutants endanger public health

and welfare.

Climate Change Updates from League
Leaders

Chad Tolman, the chief writer and presenter for much

2F¥ GUKS [ SIF3dzSQa aiddzRe
has announced a monthly newsletter for the League
and others: Climate Change News. He has just posted

?2%%@%%%&% gok;&%ir}?h e& t:%/éus has its lwv-

climatechange listserve for current climate topics.

FYR T

Chad Tolman, Coalition for Climate Change Study

and Action, First UU Church, Wilmington DE, and
LWV Delaware
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LWVEF Launches 2010 High
School Voter Registration Project

The LWVUS Ed Fund is pleased to announce a
major new initiative to bring more young peo-
ple ¢ especially young minorities ¢ into the de-
mocratic process. Through a joint collaboration
with Project Vote, the LWVEF will be working
with Leagues in five states (AZ, CA, FL, IL and TX)
this spring to encourage voter registration in
100 high schools with a high-percentage of mi-
nority students. This project will provide voter
registration and education through classroom
activities and assemblies, and expects to help
27,000 17- and 18-year-olds apply to become
registered voters. It will also serve as a ground-
breaking, statistically significant experiment to
determine the comparative effectiveness of
registration strategies. The resulting analysis
will help determine the most effective strate-
gies for engaging high school students and help
inform an upcoming manual for Leagues and
other organizations to utilize in planning their
own high school voter registration activities.
Stay tuned for more details.

Openness in Government:
Sunshine Week 2010

On Friday, March 19, from 12:00 to 2:00 PM (ET),

the LWVEF will co-host the 5th Annual Sunshine
Week National Dialogue. The event will be broad-
cast live via the web. State and local Leagues are
SyO02dzN» 3SR (2 K2ad adA
munities ¢ perhaps in conjunction with a local uni-
GSNEAGE 2NJfFg fAO0NI NE
¢NFyaLl NByoOoee gAattf F20
Obama administration ¢ what has changed and

what remains to be done. High-level government
officials, including Norm Eisen, Special Counsel to
the President for Ethics and Government Reform,
and Miriam Nisbet, Director of the new Office of
Government Information Services (OGIS), will dis-
Odzada GKS ' RYAYAAGNF GA2
effect on the public. Panelists will also take ques-
tions from the live and viewing audience. To learn
more about the event, visit our partner organiza-
tion, www.OpenTheGovernment.org

CELEBRATING 90 YEARS

Record Your League Story with the
NPR StoryCorps

Throughout 2010, the National League will
be encouraging local and state Leagues to
reserve a slot at a StoryCorps StoryBooth
and record a memory or anecdote about the
League. NPR airs one StoryCorps story each
week, but all StoryCorps interviews are ar-
chived at the Library of Congress. Check the
LWV.org website to see when the Story-
220K gAff 0SS Ay @2dzNJ |
coming to an area near you, check out other
ways to record your story. Let's take advan-
tage of our 90 years of impact in our commu-
nities and help capture our history through
this great mechanism! And don't forget to
help us keep building the League's own
Storybank by adding your personal story of
what the League means to you. Contact Mar-
tha Patzer at mpatzer@Iwv.org with any
questions.

N.

Sharing State and Local News With
the National League

A number of state Leagues (CA, IL, IN, MO,
OH, VA) are planning 90th Anniversary cele-
brations, while others, like the DC City Coun-
cil, are passing proclamations honoring local
Leagues for their great work in celebration of
our 90th Anniversary. We've heard of nu-

me,
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Leagues for actively celebrating our 90th!

LEAGUE INFO ONLINE
South San Mateo County:

www.LWVSSMC.org

LWV Bay Area: www.LWVBayArea.org
LWV CA: www.CA.LWV.org
LWVUS: www.LWV.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR

FEBRUARY
27 Sat |9am-noon |COUNTY LEAGUE DAY with Sen. Joe Simitian at Independence Hall in Woodside. Contact Ellen
Hope to RSVP or if you need transportation ellenjhope@aol.com or 839-8647 (See Page)l
MARCH
1 Mon 7 pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING at Lucile Spurlock's home, 856 Creek Dr, Menlo Park, 323-5358
18 Thurs| 7:30 pm | LEAGUE BOOK GROUP discusses Europe's Promise 0 &  { G§S@Sy 1Attt @ |
=UP Durlston Road, Redwood City. Contact: Judy Orttung, 847-1779 or jorttung@comcast.net
. LWV National Ed Fund co-hosted WEBCAST (noon-2pm Eastern) Annual Sunshine Week online
19 Fri 9-11 am
broadcast. (See Page 7)
55 Thurs| 730 om (A SPECIALTIMELY TOPIC: 5 2 y 2 SRSY LINBaSyida a/ -Atkekos BHighCR NJ
=UP School Performing Arts Center, Middlefield Road, Menlo Park (See Page)3
APRIL
5 Mon 7 pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING at Lucile Spurlock's home, 856 Creek Dr, Menlo Park, 323-5358
28 Wed 7 pm TIMELY TOPIC: A Presentation by LWVSSMC member Jo Gilbert on her travels in Afghanistan at
The Sequoias on Portola Road, Portola Valley
MAY
26 Wed 6 pm LWVSSMC ANNUAL DINNER MEETING at Sultana Restaurant, Menlo Park. Details soon!

+ Statement of Ownership: THE VOTER is published 10 times a year by the League of Women Voters of South San Mateo County, 713 Santao
° Cruz Avenue, Suite 9, Menlo Park CA 94025. It is sent to members and supporters of the LWVSSMC. This publication may be reproduced ore
. reprinted in part or in whole with proper attribution. President —Jamie Shepard (650) 867-0885 Editor — Evan Hughes (650) 329-8698 ¢
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