THE VOTER

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SOUTH SAN MATEO COUNTY

Celebrating over 50 years of service to our communities
Website: www.LWVSSMC.org  Phone: (650) 325-5780  E-mail: info@LWVSSMC.org

ber 2009 .
You are cordially

INSIDE THIS MONTH -
es invited...
o President’s Message H OI ida Part and
e Board Briefs y y
PAGE 3 Prog ram
e Book Group PI -
e T Wanted
. Vgetaesru;:r"vic::n Reeport a n n I n g
on Candidate Forums Meeti ng
PAGE 4
»  Program Planning: Tuesday, December 1
e Topics for the Holiday
Part
. Rz:lgwal Reminder at
PAGE 5 Kathleen Weisenberg’s
e Year-End Contributions .
. Bay Area League 167 Heather Drive, Atherton
« Redistricting 6:30
: m
PAGE 6 . : P
. State (LWVC) Dinner, provided by the Board
e Summary of State
« Legislation and Gover- 7:15-8:30 pm
nor’s Actions .
Our Annual Program Planning and
PAGE 7 wgw
. LWYUS.on Health Care League POSItIOhS
. v O ate Change discussion led by Linda Craig
Task Force
* "THESUSAN BEE Have questions or need transportation?
A acoming Events Call Ellen Hope at (650) 839-8647 or
ellenjhope@aol.com

LbxL¢9 ! CwLO9DbSH ¢1 9, Q]

5



FROM THE PRESIDENT

Fulfilling the Chinese proverb, W
certainly live in interesting times
Healthcare reform, has passed
the House. We may never see
single payer coverage, which th
League has long advocated, bu
anything that covers the growin(
numbers of working and unemployed unin-
sured Americans is better than nothing.

On the home front, hot button topics aboung
Carole Dorshkind is spearheading local Fai
Elections/Clean Money efforts to publicly fu
GKS {SONBGINEB 2F {0l
NEF2NY A& AYy (GKS Al
about these and other topics at County
League Day on February 27!

We need to monitor the higispeed rail issue
with the North/Central League. Onnolee Tr3
has kept her eye on transportation but need
to pass this torch on to someone else. We

need one or more of you to work the lines o
O2YYdzyAOFGAZ2Y 6AGK |
and Beth Bhatnager. So much information i
on the web and in the papers that this can K
mostly done from home with a report emaile
to the Board, as needed. Closer to home, R
wood City is a hot bed of activity. The Cargi
LINE2SO0G LINRPLRAIf KI 3§
hackles in both Menlo Park and Palo Alto, g
gStf +ta GKS w2/ t2NJ
it all ¢ housing, recreation and property tax

revenues versus the environment, controlle
ANRGUKSE YR LIR2NI RS
the high school Charter School issue either
The dust will not settle easily, following the

Sequoia Union High School Board election.
[FaGfex LQR KIFGS G2
f SGAGSNI) 82dzQf £ NBI R

paid your dues by mid SOS Y6 SNE

the roster and off our mailing list (details orj
page 3). More important is our need for you
yesYOU, to pick one project, large or small,
whatever interests you for the League and

TtdNdBnYa capdidBtes F&Um. At Will 5o 2vlatie

82dzNJ O2YYdzyAled 52y Qi 62 NJ
y2gAy3d Sy2dza3akKe ¢KFiQa oKI
iving in or even by dipping your toe into the

‘pool of information. Get involved, learn some-

thing, and share that knowledge with your
SI3dz2S YSYOSNBR® 2SQff | ff

 Happy Holidays!

yJamie Shepard, Board President
867-0885 jamieshepard@att.net

i BOARD BRIEF&iov. 9t meeting)

- Ellen Hope has volunteered to monitor an
nelection for the Service Employees Interna-
tiangl Qaion NuhaOn g pay the lyeaglerbLoaAorA 2 v I f
N helpS Qf € | & W2S {AYAGALY
- Jackie Jacobberger (North/Central League),
Jamie Shepard and Ellen Hope have coordi-
nated the wording of the County Positions for
r new Roster. No substantive changes were
ade in this update.
- The State League has endorsed the Califor-
'fnia Fair Elections Act. Also, the LWV of Colo-

R o ok ine e et Bk S M

R lections
ct (FEN) as a top advocacy priority at the
§anuary, 2010 Board meeting. We discussed
ys that we want to get involve in these is-

sues, and decided to wait for more informa-

|

>
tion from the VC« a = <
;quiﬁ%r%%%w 058 Wb RER P
i aﬁ‘d'&’ﬁieﬁ Eo(gx'ﬁg‘% Pigympwere, v 505 32
sparsely attended and yet required Tour volun-

Jlteers at each one. Providing media coverage

Aneactimel s a \?I As i A
st ot e oo S ¢
mended that we consider conducting forums

at a Midpeninsula Community Media Center

or a PenTV studio. Debbie has put together a

bihffleAWitH a)l HeBelsstry iRférrhation fedufrel v ?2

v w

0
%)
EnandzCebidoe offideT

The next Board meeting is Monday, December

T G TLIY G [ dzOAE S { LIdzNI 2 ¢

I%hirley Desmarais, Board Secretary
sdesmarais@pacbell.net
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OUR LEAGUE BOOK GROL

There will be no Book Group meeting in Dg
cember butthere is an event some mem
bers may want to attend. Greg Mortenson,
author of Three Cups of Teavill be in the
area on December 11 to discuss his new
book Stones Into Schools: Promoting Peac
with Books Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and
Pakistarat Smithwick Theater at Foothill Cq
lege, 12345 El Monte Rd. in Los Altos.
Ticket Information: $30 admission includeg

one copy of the book and free parking in lofs

5 or 6. One companion ticket may be pur-
OKII &SR T2NJ bmp® ¢2
3244321 or stop by the store. Interested in
carpooling to this event?
Let me know.

In January we meet the3
Thursday at 7:30pm, at
al N®B YYSALIQ3
The American Lion by Jon
Meacham.

LOOK INSIDE!

Judy Orttung, jorttung@att.net
and 2349837

DyyourHolidayShopping
atenlersiz.sunnontOurleague)
Specify our League for 10% credit on your

LJIZNO K| 8S4a GKNRdzZIK Y
Partners Donation Program!

WANTED:
League Treasurer

Veteran Treasurer Jack Morris re;

sumed the duties of Treasurer bug
we really need someone new to assume thi

critical position. This person will manage
both our operating account and the Ed Furj
with monthly reports to the Board. Please
contact Jack Morris for details: Call (650)
3251886 or email him at jackhnm@att.net
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JPOTER EDUCATION

*-A Report on Our November Local Can-

didates Forums

For theNovember 2009 election we sched-
uled5 candidate forums. One forum was
canceled due to 2 candidates withdrawing
from the race. A total 022 candidates par-
ticipated.

« On average, there were aboR5 people
in the audience at each forum, including the
OFyYRARFGSaQ FI YAfe

e Four volunteers are required for each fo-

I hRCadofal WY volunteers: ¢ g, 5

ese volunteers multiple
rums.Our thanks to Jamie Shepard, Kathy
Armstrong, Joanne Bruggemann, Ellen Hope,
Onnolee Trapp, Janet Wells, Suzanne
Fouche, and Evan Hughes.
e For each forum, questions were devel-
opBdPoy tReMctuh Fsbinator prior to forum
and were used to supplement the audience
guestions.
e TheMid-peninsula Media Center pro-
vided a video technician for 2 forums. The
technician also edited the video for viewing
on the public channels arg8hartVoter. The
Mid-peninsula Media Center has been a very
supportive partner for the LWV candidate
forums and provides these services at no
cost.

Sepug £y o

b23GSY
her excellent work to organize and conduct
these events. Above: RWC City Council

O9RAU2NIRA

The South San Mateo County League of Women Voters’” VOTER December 2009 - 3

by R

T N2

hdzNJ GKIyqa


http://www.amazon.com/American-Lion-Andrew-Jackson-Notable/dp/0812973461/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1255547437&sr=1-1

Program Planning at the
Holiday Party

Transportation 2035.
« Participate in policies and solutions to

address Climate Change in the Bay Area

Each year, League members review our At the local level, we need to make recom-

rent positions and provide recommendationfhendations to County League Day regarding

for future study or priority at the upcoming
conventions. This year we will review the

County positions and priorities; and to make
suggestions to our local Board.

LWVUS, LWV Bay Area, and our County angdinda Craig, 328914 and

Local positions and priorities. (LWV of Cali
nia positions will be reviewed next year.)
At the LWVUS level, the past two years h
focused on the priorities of Health Care and
Climate Change, along with the core issue
Election Reform and Voting RighiBhere has
been a task force convened to review the

Arms Control positions for current relevande.
We assume their findings will be presented 't

the Convention in Atlanta in June 2010he

only issue that has been presented for a neW’ )
y P [{%nember, this does not apply to you. See,

study at the national level relates to the Fe
eral role in education policy.

The LWV of the Bay Area board suggests B8

new studies butequest that local Leagues
select two priorities fronthe following po-
tential topics for action:

« Continue monitoring the Joint Policy

Committee (ABAG/MTC/BAAQMD/BCDC)|ifl

their guidance of regional land use, transpop- . . .
Area League). This membership count is also

the basis for the number of delegates we are

tation and climate solutions.
« Monitor and comment on water supply

issues affecting the Bay Area, issues re-

lated to the SacramenteSan Joaquin

River Delta, and the Bay Area Water F0

rum

o Follow the BAAQMD air quality issues
lated to new standards, and impacts of
transportation sources on both air quals;
ity, health and greenhouse gas emissig

« Monitor plans for High Speed Rail in th
Bay Area, Transbay Terminal, BART e
sions to the South Bay, and Sonoma a
Marin Rail Transport (SMART).

e Monitor implementation of the MTC

@raighughes@earthlink.net

iF%enew now! (if not done) for

the 200910 year (7/1/09
6/30/10): $75 to LWVSSMC

your membership for the 20020 year. (If
u are a donor who chooses not to be a

owever, the note on yeaend contributions

to submit our membership roster to LWVUS
(the national League). The list is used to set
the number of members counted for pur-
L2asSa 2F (GKS |yydz f

oing to LWVUS, LWVC, and, also, the Bay

allotted for the LWVUS national convention
next June in Atlanta. (See the usual form on
Page 6, next to the address label.)

Kepl er 6s

If you are buying holiday books or other
things at Kepler’s, remember to tell the

n@&shier to give credit to the League of
EWomen Voters. Our League then gets a 10%
Kidhkoration from Kepler’s, and you pay no
nehore. This applies all year around, not just

for the holiday season.
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ent) that we make as the share of our dues

The next issue, January 2010, will be your last
sue of THE VOTER unless you have renewed

Page 5.) By the end of December we have

at at ¢


mailto:craighughes@earthlink.net

YEAREND CONTRIBUTION NNV -

Think of our League as you consider any end
-of-the-year contributions. And, note, as we
always do on the form next to the address
label in the VOTER, that contributions to the
League are not tax deductible. However,
contributions to the Ed Fund are tax deducti-
ble: Education Fund, League of Women Vot-
ers of South San Mateo County (LWVSSMC).
Additional contributions (above the $75
regular annual dues) to our League can be
made payable to LWVSSMC.

League of Women Voters of
South San Mateo County

Please add my name to the membership rolls of the
League of Women Voters and begin my membership
today. Annual dues $75. Make your check payable to
LWVSSMLC. Joining at the local level makes you a
member at all levels: County, Bay Area, State, and
National.

Name

Bay Area League Day 20
Steps, Little Steps to Addressing Cli-

mat e Changeo (Jan.

G{YINI DNRglKe KI a S
T2NI K2g [ FTAF2NYAL I
population boom in a sustainable, environ-
mentally friendly wayt but what exactly is
Smart Growth, and how is it being imple-
mented? Join the League of Women Voters
of the Bay Area on Saturday, January 30,
2010 for an irdepth look at this important

30,

0S502YS
Ol y LJ I

AdadzsSSTE 6A0GK || AaLISOAFTAO Syl
new Smart Growth law, Senate Bill 375

(Steinberg).

¢CKAA @SINNna 1Sey2i0S &LISI ¢

Air Resources Board Chair Mary Nichols, who
will be followed in the morning session by a
series of experts in discussion of the key SB
375 policy areas of air quality, transportation,
housing, and land use. In the afternoon ses-

Street

sion, several more experts will describe how

City, Zip

local communities around the Bay Area are

Phone

Home or Cell
Email

atready independently carrying out Smart
Growth practices to help cut down on green-
house gas emissions and fight climate
change.

Return this form and your $75 check to:
LWV of South San Mateo County

713 Santa Cruz Avenue, Suite 9

Menlo Park, CA 94025.

(Note: Membership dues are not tax deductible)

3&%* 453*¢KS/ {tidS !
has created a website to give information
and to collect applications for their process
to screen applications for the Redistricting
Commission:

www.wedrawthelines.ca.gov

A light breakfast will be served to all who at-
tend. The cost ($25 with lunch, $15 without)
and venue (Metro Center, 101 Eighth Street,
Oakland, next to the Lake Merritt BART Sta-
GA2y0 FT2NJ GKAa &SkNRa .|
the same as last year.
178 egSEeRCpiige vip PayRat \asit
www.lwvbayarea.org through January 21,
or, at any time, send an-mail to

editor @bayareamonitor.org
to receive a printable registration form.

Bay Area League: www.lwvbayarea.org
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STATE LEAGU EN EWS & which was in Oakland on November 12. The focus

of this hearing was on ballot box budgeting and
initiative reformg topics with which the League is
particularly well acquainted.

ADVOCACY UPDATES

Smart Voter

Smart Voter was in action as the website for all The committees were formed in September to
elections statewide, covering all local elections address the pressing need for state governmental
during the months leading up to the November reform and to evaluate major reform proposals.
3 election. By the end of the year Smart VoterThe first hearing, held on October 22, was on the
will have covered elections during 27 different context for reform, addressing legislative and
weeks of 2009. No other election information budget issues. Subsequent hearings will focus on
source works harder throughout the year to keep continuation of budget issues and the oversight
you informed and engaged in all the important Of state agencies and departments (Los Angeles,
voting decisions that affect you. You can sign upecember 3); the relationship between state and
to receive regular alerts about new and updatedocal governments (Central Valley, December 15);
Smart Voter information, and you can donate toand conclusions (Sacramento, January 12).

help continue this comprehensive California elec-

tion coverage. Use the online Smart Voter formin the meantime, Repair California has filed two

on the lwvc.org website. initiative proposals to enable California citizens to
call for a constitutional convention, and to actu-
Redistricting Update: ally call one. And we can also expect proposals on

The regulations have been published to governSpECiﬁC reform topics to be filed by California For-
selection of the commission to draw the lines foward, with both organizations aiming for the No-
State Assembly, Senate and Board of Equalizati@mber 2010 ballot. Keep abreast of the rapidly o
districts after the 2010 Census. The LWVC ispfit2 Ay 3 STF2ZNLa u2 NBF2ZNY UKS
of a collaborative of nine organizations, funded U U KS [ SI 3dzSQa D2YSNYYSyu v
by the James Irvine Foundation, to develop edu-
cational materials to explain the process and help
recruit qualified applicants for the commission. Summary of State Legislation and
Applications will be accepted online from Decemction by the Governor
ber 15 until February 12, 2010.
What happened on LWV&upported bills?
Good news on Campaign Finance Reform:
A survey of likely voters shows solid support forl was asked by the Voter editor to comment on
the California Fair Elections Act on the June 201lte status of legislation that the LWVC supported
ballot. This Act would establish a pilot project ofat the end of this first year of the sessiofhe
public funding of campaigns for the office of Sedills signed by the Governor included residency
retary of State in 2014 and 2018. On October 2#)d housing facilities for emancipated foster
LWVC President Janis R. Hirohama joined the Bai housing facilities for emancipated foster
Elections Campaign Chair and other supportersyiputh attending community colleges, mainte-
briefing the press about the poll findings , whichnance of education data that protects the privacy
showed nearly a thre¢o-one margin, with sup- of pupils or certified personnel, authorization of
port extending across all political parties and revoter registration by 1%earolds (effective when

gions of the state. they become 18), and authorization of grants for
o projects designed to implement specified storm-
Constitutional Reform water resource plans, and a bill that would au-

Constitutional reform has been the subject of  {hqrize Alameda County Water District to estab-

hea_rings by committees of the California State |igp, permit program for groundwater well moni-
Legislature. They invited LWVC President Jani§ :

; . : : - oring.
Hirohama to participate in their second hearing, g

The South San Mateo County League of Women Voters’ VOTER December 2009 - 6



| am surprised, as | review the Bill Status RepdA€ OUr voices being heard on this issue, the
available on thevww.lwvc.orgwebsite, to note  national League has set up an action page on
how many bills we supported (some the LWVUS website. Gowovw.lwv.org/
of whichl testified in favor of) thathe Governor healthcareaction

vetoed-ranging from ones that would increase 5 press release of Nov. 10 addressed the pas-
the California Renewable Energy Portfolio stan-

dard to 33% by 2020, to the maintenanceedu- S29€ of the health insurance and healthcare

cational data, to a proposed increase (to the ac_reform '_n the Hous.e, as follows, quotlng
tual cost) of processing initiative filings,a bill Mary Wilson, President of the LWVUS:

that would allow voters to determine if theirvotey ¢ KS | 2dzaS Y23SR ! YSNA O Of 2
-by-mail ballot was counted, to a bill that would true health care reforms this weekend by passing
permit the counting of ballots with extraneous (KA & f SIA &t A2y >é &l AR 2 Af 2

marks, toa bill that would only bar felons who  of real reforms that provides comprehensive cov-

are sentenced to prison from voting (as com- erage and includes a public insurance option,

pared to other felons), and finally to a bill by Aswhich we believe is key to ensuring choice and
semblyman Ruskin that would establishtherighb2 y i N2 f t Ay 3 O2aiaoé

of every human to clean, affordable and access& ¢KS [SF3dzS 61 a LINRT2dzy R &

ble water for human consumption. ever, in passage of the StupBitts amendment,

As to the latest Water/Delta legislation, we arewhich not only prohibits abortion coverage in the
on record as concerned about the Bay Delta Cajovernmentrun plan but prevents any private
servation planning effort that did not include theplan from offering abortion coverage to plan par-

Delta interests (see letter on the LWVC websitejicipants if even just one individual in that plan

but we had enough difference of concerns dza $&4 3I2FSNYYSy il &dzoaARAS&AZE
among the various Leagues, statewide, to remadur hope that the Senate will do the right thing
on the side with the lategpackage and pass health care reform legislation without
of bills. There are plans by a newly formed Wa# dzOK f | y3dzr 38 | yR 6AGK
ter task forceto hold informational meetings in
various locations around thetate early next
year.

B

Fooad

The LWVUSElimate Change Task Force
has released several climate change paers
Linda Craig, former LWVC Advocacy Director gl posted atvww.lwv.org/ClimateChangeTF

The most recent one explains how climate
NATIONAL (LWVUS) N=NS change will affect the Midwest.

Healthcare Reformrtogether with climate
change, health care is the top priority
F2NJ I RO20F 08 o0& (KS |

y5) & 4 6 4 (semianfudl, &ne)

LWVSSMC Voter included the LWVUS statem
GKFGO GKS aLdzt A0 2LIA
sumer choice and to lowering healthcare costs
That statement also called universal coverage
part of healthcare reform that will determine th(l
humanity of our system, and said that the publ

option will make possible health insurance cov
F3S 2F a! YSNAOlIya gK2
through the traditional employesponsored

LI I yade ¢2 1 SSLI Y Sait-S

A new online newsletter THE SUSAN BEE
available via the national League website
www.lwv.org To get to this newsletter (firg
issue, released 11/05/2009), search for a
topic covered in the newsletter, or register
for the email delivery at
https://member.lwv.org/Login.asp

LWVUS website: www.LWV.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS on THE CALENDAR

DECEMBER

1 Tues 6:30pm LWVSSMC Holiday Party (dinner) and Program Planning Meeting at Kathleen Weisenberg's, 167
Heather Drive, Atherton See Page 1 and Page 4

7 Mon 7 pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING I U [ dzOAf S { LJdzNX 2 01 Qa4 K2 Y S5358y pc

11 Fri 7:30pm Greg Mortenson (author of one of our Book Group’s selections, Three Cups of Tea, and an activist/
writer on Afghanistan/Pakistan) at Foothill College. See Page 3.

14 Wed | 7pm CANDIDATES FORUM: Menlo Park Fire Protection District
Location: Fire Station 1 Classroom, 300 Middlefield Road, Menlo Park

JANUARY

4 Mon 7 pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING - U [ dzOAf S { LJdzNX 2 01 Qa4 K2 Y S5358y pc

13 Wed 7pm LWVSSMC TIMELY TOPICS MONTHLY MEETING: Tina King of Sustainable San Mateo County, speaking
to us at the Redwood City Main Library, Community Meeting Room. Contact: Ellen Hope, 839-8647
and ellenjhope@aol.com

17 Thurs | 7:30pm LWVSSMC Book Group: The American Lion by Jon Meacham, at Mary Kneip’s. Contact: Judy Ort-
tung, jorttung@att.net and 234-9837) See Page 3.

30 Sat 9am—2pm | Bay Area League Day: ”Big Steps, Little Steps to Addressing Climate Change” at the Metro Center in
Oakland, 101 Eighth St. See Page 5.

FEBRUARY

1 Mon 7 pm LWVSSMCBOARD MEETING | 4 [ dzOAf S { LJdzNX 2 O1 Qa K2 Y SE358y pc

27 Sat 9:30r noon County League Day at Independence Hall in Woodside, with Joe Simitian State Senator as our
speaker, and with review of County-wide positions. SAVE THE DATE!

+ Statement of Ownership: THE VOTER is published 10 times a year by the League of Women Voters of South San Mateo County, 713 Santa Cruz{
+ Avenue, Suite 9, Menlo Park CA 94025. It is sent to members and supporters of the LWVSSMC. This publication may be reproduced or re-?
* printed in part or in whole with proper attribution. President — Jamie Shepard (650) 867-0885 Editor — Evan Hughes (650) 329-8698
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Now’s A Great Time To Recruit New Members to the
League of Women Voters of South San Mateo County.
By the way, have you renewed?

Annual dues $75. Make check payable to LWVSSMC. Joining 4
local level makes you a member at all levels: County, Bay Area,
and National. Dues are not tabeductible but contributions to our
Education Fund are. Keep democracy alive. SUPPORT THE LE

Name

Address Service Requested
it the
State,

\GUE!

Street

City, Zip

Phone Home or Cell

Email

Return this form and your $75 check to: LWV of South San
Mateo County, 713 Santa Cruz Avenue, Suite 9, Menlo Park, CA
94025. (Note: Membership dues are not tax deductible)

Dated Material
Please Expedite
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