
 

FEBRUARY: TWO GREAT EVENTS ! 

County League Day 
Saturday, February 27th, 9am-noon 

Our Speaker: Senator Joe Simitian 
(See Page 3)  

But, FIRST on February 9th: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

A 90th Birthday Party for the League  
Celebrating Our 90 Years of Service  

 

Tuesday, February 9th    7:00 pm 
[ƛŘŀ ¦ǊōŀƴŜƪΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ 

75 Tuscaloosa, Atherton 
Come for champagne, cake, ice cream, and fun! 

 

Have questions or need transportation? 
Call Ellen Hope at (650) 839-8647 or 

ellenjhope@aol.com  
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SOUTH SAN MATEO COUNTY  

Celebrating over 50 years of service to our communities 
Website: www.LWVSSMC.org       Phone: (650) 325-5780       E-mail: info@LWVSSMC.org     

FEBRUARY 14 

is the Leagueôs 

90th Birthday!  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT      

WOW, this year has gotten off to a 
rousing start! The first quarter of the 
year is usually quiet but not 2010! 
Much of what we will do this year 

centers around climate change, housing and 
transportation, locally with Sustainable San 
Mateo, then regionally on Bay Area League 
Day, which I really encourage you to attend.  
²ŜΩƭƭ  ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ WƻŜ {ƛƳƛǘƛŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
budget, high speed rail, education and other 
issues at our County League Day on Feb 27. 
Skip breakfast - the $10 fee includes a pretty 
nice spread. Bring your blue roster  booklet for 
the business meeting afterwards. RSVP now 
and encourage your friends to join us.  
 

We will team with other groups on events to 
promote our positions and give us better visi-
bility. League member Carol Dorshkind has 
been instrumental on moving The Fair Elec-
tions/ Clean Money campaign forward toward 
the June ballot. We also salute Board member 
Patty Boyle ŦƻǊ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ 5ƻƴ ²ŜŘŜƴΩǎ 
March 25 presentation with the City of Menlo 
tŀǊƪΦ ²ŜŘŜƴΩǎ ά/ƛǘƛŜǎ CƻǊ !ƭƭ !ƎŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǊƎǳŜ 
that the older we get, the closer to town we 
ought to live to sustain ourselves and the envi-
ronment, echoing our Housing Position. 
 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ флǘƘ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ {ƻ 
much of what we take for granted today took 
root 90 years ago. Can you even imagine the 
US without League members championing de-
mocracy and calling for better governance at 
every level of government in every state?  
 

So what about YOU? What are YOU doing to 
carry on this mission? Several of our Board 
members, whose services have been invalu-
able, will term out this year. The Nominating 
Committee will focus on bringing new people 
and new ideas onto the Board. Consider this a 
clarion call to YOU to literally get on board 
and keep our League alive in 2010!  
 

Jamie Shepard, Board President    

867-0885    gojamieshepard@gmail.com 

BOARD BRIEFS  
From the January 4th Board meeting  

Â Our new Roster is almost ready.  The Board 
decided that we will only send out the Mem-
bership Roster in January, then publish the 
complete booklet with the Roster and up-
dated Positions after the Annual Meeting in 
May.    
Â In December, the Board decided to change 
the deadline for dues payment.  After further 
discussion at this meeting, we agreed to keep 
the due date of July 31 for annual dues, as 
written in our Bylaws.  We also approved the 
following motion: άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƴŜǿ 
members after January 1 shall pay $40 for the 
remainder of the fiscal yearΦέ 
Â President Jamie Shepard reported that sug-
gestions for our new website are being con-
solidated and we hope to get it up and run-
ning soon. The Board is also looking into the 
possibility of providing a way to contribute 
and pay our dues online. 
 Â The next Board meeting will be at 7:00pm 
ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мΣ ŀǘ [ǳŎƛƭŜ {ǇǳǊƭƻŎƪΩǎΦ 
  

Shirley Desmarais, Board Secretary                
sdesmarais@pacbell.net  
 

 

WANTED FOR THE BOARD:  
A Local League Treasurer  
Jack Morris resumed the duties of 
Treasurer temporarily but we need 

someone to assume this critical position under 
WŀŎƪΩǎ ǘǳǘŜƭŀƎŜΦ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WŀŎƪ aƻǊǊƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΥ    
325-1886 or jackhm@att.net. 

Communications  
This new committee will handle public 
and internal communications - the 

VOTER, our new website, PR and advertising. 
No experience necessary. Good for people 
with phone and/or computer skills. Contact 
Lucile Spurlock (caspurlock@aol.com) or Jamie 
Shepard (gojamieshepard@gmail.com)  
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NEW VOICES UPDATE 
 

After a quiet Fall season, New Voices for 
Youth, an outreach project of the Leagues of 
South San Mateo County and Palo Alto that 
uses video and new media to encourage youth 
from underserved communities to present 
their issues and stories, is looking forward to 
changes in 2010. Our mission is to lay the 
groundwork for their own community involve-
ment.  
 

Our stellar project director for 2008-2009 
Anne-Marie McReynolds is moving on with 
graduate work in computer science. We intend 
to build on her accomplishments - she devel-
oped a solid series of lesson plans, specified 
and purchased video equipment that can be 
transported for on-site use in various loca-
tions, and led student participants to make an 
outstanding series of short videos. You can 
view their work at http://newvoices.ning.com/ 
and click on Videos. We are deeply grateful to 
Anne-Marie for her vision, skills and accom-
plishments with the project and her commit-
ment to the students. We expect to hear good 
things about her in the future and wish her the 
very best. 
 

New Voices is now ready to recruit another 
leader for the project. We are looking for can-
didates who have proven interests in youth 
and civic engagement and who can make use 
of video and new media to engage the youth 
to tell their own stories. This is a part-time, 
contract position which reports to the New 
Voices Steering Committee. The actual work 
takes place in settings for youth - schools, 
community facilities - and the New Voices Pro-
ject Director works closely with a designated 
leader in each setting. Additionally we are 
looking for a person who will utilize the talents 
and experience of League members and other 
community volunteers to assist the students 
to find information, resources and community 
connections. Your suggestions are most wel-
come - do you know of possible candidates? 
Would you like to learn more about New 
Voices?  Contact Kathleen Weisenberg at: 
davkatweisenberg@att.net  

COUNTY LEAGUE DAY  
 

Joe Simitian, the Honorable 
Senator from the 11th Dis-
trict and a long time sup-
porter of the League, will 
bring us up to date on the 
current state of our State 
and what lies ahead in the 
2010 legislative year. 

                 DATE: Saturday, February 27, 2010 
SCHEDULE:  Registration 9-9:30am 
Welcome and Introductions 9:30am 

Presentation 10am 
LWV County Business Meeting 11am 

 

League members: Bring your blue roster-
handbook with the County Positions for the 
business meeting, following the presentation. 
 

PLACE: Independence Hall in Woodside      
(at the corner of Woodside and Whiskey Hill 

Roads, off I-280) 
 

COST: $10 registration includes a light conti-
nental breakfast and all materials. The pub-
lic is welcomed to attend. 

RSVP: Ellen Hope, Program Chair: 
ellenjhope@aol.com or 839-8647    

Transportation is available. 

OUR LEAGUE BOOK GROUP 
 

Our February book is 
DǊŜƎ aƻǊǘŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
book: Stones Into 
Schools: Promoting 
Peace with Books, not 
Bombs, in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan.  (Three 
Cups of Tea was his first 

book.)  The date, time and place are not set 
as of press time.  A day time rather than 
evening is being sought, probably in the 
third week of February. 
Judy Orttung, jorttung@comcast.net  

and 847-1779 (NEW email and phone) 

http://www.amazon.com/American-Lion-Andrew-Jackson-Notable/dp/0812973461/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1255547437&sr=1-1
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Saturday, January 30 is  
BAY AREA LEAGUE DAY  
9am-2pm in Oakland:  
Ȱ"ÉÇ 3ÔÅÐÓȟ ,ÉÔÔÌÅ 3ÔÅÐÓ  

to Address Climate Change,  
Air Quality, Transportation, 
(ÏÕÓÉÎÇ  Ǫ ,ÁÎÄ 5ÓÅȱ  

 

LOCATION: The Metro Center building at 101 
Eighth Street in Oakland, next to the Lake 
Merritt BART Station (If driving, car pool and 
bring quarters for the on-street meters.)  

TIME: 9am-2pm.  A light breakfast will be 
served to all who attend. To register with 
lunch: $25 (without lunch: $15). 
Want to carpool? Contact Jamie Shepard:  
gojamieshepard@gmail.com or 867-0885 

BAY AREA BRIDGE TOLLS: LWVBA  
CONNECTS TO CLIMATE CHANGE  
 

Marion Taylor, the Vice President for Advo-
cacy of the Bay Area League (LWVBA) has 
sent a letter to the Bay Area Toll Authority 
Oversight Committee to support  the Author-
ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƻƭƭǎ ƻƴ .ŀȅ !ǊŜŀ 
ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ά ΦΦΦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻƴƎ-
established League positions on government 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜΧΦ ά  {ƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ά ΦΦΦ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŦŦƛπ
cient and flexible enough to meet changing 
needs for government services, and a system 
of public finance that emphasizes equity and 
the fair sharing of tax and toll burdens. 
aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ 
for action is to address problems of global 
climate change, and several of the options 
outlined in the proposal could be helpful in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦέ  aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
at www.lwvbayarea.org/advocacy.html. For 
information on other regional topics, consult 
the LWVBA aƻƴƛǘƻǊΩǎ website: 
                 www.bayareamonitor.org 

THE BAY AREA LEAGUE 

 

Passion -Raiser  

for  FA I R  E L E C T I O N S  
 for elections that money can't buy!  

SAVE THE DATE: 
MARCH 25  

ŦƻǊ ά/ƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ 
Ages: Land Use Plan-
ning and Our Aging 
tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ by vet-
eran County planner 
Don Weden, who was 
our speaker at County 

[ŜŀƎǳŜ 5ŀȅ ƛƴ нллуΦ ²ŜŘŜƴΩǎ ƛƴπ
sights into this important issue will 
be presented at the new Performing 
Arts Center at Menlo-Atherton High. 
Co-sponsored by our League, the 
City of Menlo Park, and others. 

WHEN: Saturday, February 6 4-6pm 
WHERE: {ǘΦ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

(in the Auditorium) 
600 Columbia Dr., San Mateo 

 

FEATURED SPEAKERS: 
Assembly member Jerry Hill (AD 19) 
Assembly member Ira Ruskin (AD 21) 
Assembly Speaker Sally Lieber (ret.) 
San Mateo County Supervisor 

Rich Gordon 
Trent Lange, Chair, Californians for 

Fair Elections 

RSVP: www.YesFairElections.org/events 
or call (650) 367-9183 

Learn more or donate: 
www.yesfairelections.org 
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Redistricting Commission Applica-
tion Process Closes February 12 !!  
 

Yes! The day has come. 
The application period 
for the Citizens Redis-
tricting Commission 
opened on Dec 15 and 
runs until Feb 12, 2010. 
Just a  few months to 
make sure as many 

good candidates as possible apply. What can 
you do? To get the information, visit the offi-
cial website, www.WeDrawTheLines.ca.gov. 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜΣ ŀǇǇƭȅΗ !ƭǎƻΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ 
two other good candidates in your commu-
nity. Meet with them and ask them to apply. 
Try to get a firm commitment. 
 
WATER: Goals for the Delta and 
the State 
 

Following our May 2009 convention, the 
LWVC assembled a group of interested League 
members from throughout the state to share 
information about water issues. We agreed 
that our goals for solutions to the Delta and 
larger state water concerns were those ex-
pressed in a letter we sent to Resources 
Agency Secretary Mike Chrisman in November 
2008 regarding the Delta Vision and Bay Delta 
Conservation Plan. We noted that, as in No-
ǾŜƳōŜǊ нллуΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ 
needs of those who live and work within the 
Delta will be of secondary importance to the 
perceived need for water supply reliability in 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦέ  
 

The 2008 letter went on to say: 
Additionally, we believe the state should set 
limits on the amount of water to be exported 
through or around the Delta.  

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM: 

A number of groups are seeking change in 
/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΦ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ²Ŝō 
sites to learn about the various methods 
they recommend and the subjects they pro-
pose to tackle.  
 

While the League has not endorsed any par-
ticular route to reform, we believe it is im-
portant to participate in the public discus-
sion. Here are some of the groups we are 
following: 

Repair California 
http:www.repaircalifornia.org is a coalition 
advocating a constitutional convention. 
 
 

California Forward 
http://www.caforward.org has proposals for 
ǊŜŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ǎȅǎπ
tems and the relationship between state 
and local government. 
 
 

Center for Governmental Studies 
 http://cgs.org  publishes research and 
analyses of governance issues. See their arti-
cle on the pros and cons of a constitutional 
convention. 
 

Cities, Counties and Schools Partnership 
www.ccspartnership.org held a summit on 
Rebuilding California: From the Ground Up . 
Read their resource materials and summary 
report. 
 

For information on issues and advocacy at 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ²Ŝōπ
site: www.LWVC.org 

STATE LEAGUE NEWS & 

ADVOCACY UPDATES 

Therefore, we urge that the scope of the 
[environmental review] include an alterna-
tive that would establish statewide water 
conservation, recycling, watershed manage-
ment, development of local supplies, and 
other non-structural strategies as the pre-
ferred solution to meeting the goals of sus-
tainability of the Delta ecosystem and reli-
ability of water supply. 
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LWVUS: NATIONAL UPDATE 
 

 

 

THE LEAGUE TURNS 90 THIS MONTH! 

Our History. The League of Women Voters 
was founded by Carrie Chapman Catt in 1920 
during the convention of the National Ameri-
can Woman Suffrage Association. The con-
vention was held just six months before the 
19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
was ratified, giving women the right to vote 
after a 72-year struggle. 
 

The League began as a "mighty political ex-
periment" designed to help 20 million 
women carry out their new responsibilities 
as voters. It encouraged them to use their 
new power to participate in shaping public 
policy. From the beginning, the League was 
an activist, grassroots organization whose 
leaders believed that all citizens should play 
a critical role in advocacy. It was then, and is 
now, a nonpartisan organization. League 
founders believed that maintaining a non-
partisan stance would protect the fledgling 
organization from becoming mired in the 
party politics of the day. However, League 
members were encouraged to be political 
themselves, by educating citizens about and 
lobbying for government and social reform 
legislation. 
 

This holds true today. The League is proud to 
be nonpartisan, neither supporting nor op-
posing candidates or political parties at any 
level of government, but always working on 
vital issues of concern to members and the 
public. The League has a long, rich history 
that continues with each passing year.  

COPENHAGEN & CLIMATE 
CHANGE: A League Perspective 
 

The LWVUS sent a delegation of eight 
League leaders to Copenhagen, Denmark as 
official non-governmental organization dele-
ƎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
Climate Change (COP15). The delegation at-
tended general and special conference ses-
ǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
positions on curbing global climate change. 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
group of members to Copenhagen for this 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 
President Mary Wilson in a statement be-
fore the conference began.  ά¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ōŜπ
lieves that global climate change is one of 
the most serious threats to the environ-
ment, health and economy of our nation and 
ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 

άtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
COP15 meetings and discussions is a clear 
signal of the seriousness of global climate 
change, both domestically and internation-
ŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǇǇƭŀǳŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣέ ²ƛƭπ
son stated.  ά¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ¦Φ{Φ 
and world political leaders to cap emissions 
at 25% below 1990 levels by 2020.  We hope 
that the United States will move beyond its 
current negotiating position and work for an 
international agreement that will truly ad-
ŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜΦέ 
 

League President Mary Wilson had also spo-
ƪŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻǇŜƴƘŀƎŜƴΥ ά Φ Φ Φ 1) achieving a 
broad international agreement with commit-
ments, implementation and oversight, 2) 
cutting emissions to safe levels, and 3) pro-
viding critical adaptation and associated as-
sistance to countries most in need.  
 

 άIŜǊŜ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
their work reminding elected leaders that 
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Continued from Page 6 
they need to make the responsible and tough 
choices that will curb global warming and 
speed the transition to clean energy alterna-
ǘƛǾŜǎΣέ aŀǊȅ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ  
 

In another pre-conference statement, Carole 
/ƻƴŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ мфн ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
need to produce an effective international 
agreement based on the best available sci-
ence.  In addition, it is critically important for 
our nation to agree to provide substantial as-
sistance to needy nations in adapting to cli-
ƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ  
 

aƛŘǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ 
delegation sent a report, which began with an 
ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΥ άAs 
the second week of the 15th Conference of 
Parties of the 1992 United Nations Frame-
ǿƻǊƪ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ώǘƘŜ άwƛƻ 
/ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέϐ Φ Φ Φ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ 
it is time to see where we are and look  
head. ¢Ƙŀǘ ώάwƛƻέϐ ǿŀǎ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ All 192 
countries of the world signed and ratified that 
agreement. Developed countries were to re-
duce their emissions to 1990 levels by 2000, a 
year long past. It was voluntary, and in 1997 
at the third Conference of the Parties [of 
άwƛƻέϐ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ YȅƻǘƻΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ 
action was needed, commitments were made 
by those who participated. Those commit-
ments in some cases are owed, not yet 
met. In 2005, further commitments were con-
sidered for those who participated in COP3-
Kyoto and at COP13-Bali in 2007, the Bali Ac-
tion Plan was adopted.   It established "The 
Long-term Cooperative Action" which in two 
years was to produce a plan to establish full 
effective implementation of the UNFCCC 
(1992). Here we are at it, Conference of the 
tŀǊǘƛŜǎ мр ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦bC/// ƛƴ /ƻǇŜƴƘŀƎŜƴΦέ 
 

ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ мтп ǇŀƎŜǎ 
of document to be pared down to something 
less than 10 pages.   It commenced with at-
odds speeches of more than eight groups of  

countries supported by speeches of another 
20 of their individual Parties . . .  As the first 
week drew to a conclusion, the same na-
tional groups and Parties spoke, indicating 
that things were looking up but expressing 
the exceptions which concerned them.  And 
what were some of those concerns?  The 
Kyoto Protocol which is binding for those 
who participated may disappear and be re-
placed by a non-binding political state-
ment.  The developed countries may commit 
to emissions reductions but not to specific 
financial support. The developed countries 
might now be trying to transfer the burden 
on the developing countries . . .  The new 
document may not require action fast 
enough and some island and coastal nations 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΧΦ ¢ƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
clear to all.   It has been 17 years since 
Rio. The rate of emissions has majorly in-
creased since Rio as has the greenhouse gas 
ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦέ  
 

HEALTHCARE 
At the national level, the 
League has been vigilant on the 
progress of healthcare legisla-
tion. LWVUS President Mary 

²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мп !Ŏǘƛƻƴ !ƭŜǊǘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ 
that the final version must move health care 
in the right direction by extending coverage 
to the uninsured, providing funding for those 
who cannot afford it, and using the public 
insurance option passed by the House to ac-
ŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ōƻǘƘ ƎƻŀƭǎΦ {ŀƛŘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ ά/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ 
is poised for a critical vote. We cannot afford 
to do nothing. If comprehensive and effec-
tive health care legislation is not passed, 
more Americans will lose coverage, endan-
ƎŜǊƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦέ 
 

CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ 
advocacy on these and other national issues, 
go to: www.LWV.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  CALENDAR 

JANUARY 

30  Sat  9am-2pm BAY AREA LEAGUE DAY on Climate Change: Air Quality, Transportation, Housing and Land Use. 
Metro Center, 101 Eighth St, Oakland. (See Page 4) 

FEBRUARY 

 1  Mon 7pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING at Lucile Spurlock's home, 856 Creek Dr, Menlo Park, 323-5358 

4  Thurs  CANCELLED: TIMELY TOPIC featuring guest speaker Will Travis will be rescheduled 

6  Sat 4-6pm 
C!Lw 9[9/¢Lhb{κ/[9!b ahb9¸ άtŀǎǎƛƻƴ wŀƛǎŜǊέ at St. Bartholomew's Church, 600 Columbia 
Dr, San Mateo. RSVP: www.YesFairElections.org/events or (650) 376-9183  (See Page 4) 

 9  Tues 7pm LEAGUE 90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY at Lida Urbanek's home, 75 Tuscaloosa Ave, Atherton. 

TBD TBD 
LEAGUE BOOK GROUP Discussing  STONES INTO SCHOOLS by Greg Mortenson.                       
Contact: Judy Orttung, 847-1779 or jorttung@comcast.net 

27  Sat 9am-noon 
COUNTY LEAGUE DAY with Sen. Joe Simitian speaking, at Independence Hall in Woodside. 
RSVP to Ellen Hope (650) 839-8647  (See Page 3) 

 MARCH 

1  Mon 7pm  LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING at Lucile Spurlock's home, 856 Creek Dr, Menlo Park, 323-5358 

25 Thurs 7pm 
A SPECIAL TIMELY TOPIC: 5ƻƴ ²ŜŘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ά/ƛǘƛŜǎ CƻǊ !ƭƭ !ƎŜǎέ ŀǘ aŜƴƭƻ-Atherton High 
School Performing Arts Center, Middlefield Road, Menlo Park  (See Page 5) 
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