
 

Our League Annual Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 6PM 

  Sultana Restaurant, 1149 El Camino, 
Menlo Park  

Speaker: Richard Holober 
Richard Holober has served as Executive Director of 
the Consumer Federation of California since 2001. 
He spent over 20 years in leadership positions in the 
labor movement and led the 1997 minimum wage 
initiative. He is a leader of the Prop. 15 Fair Elec-
tions/ Clean Money Campaign, and a Trustee of the 
San Mateo County Community College District. His 

topic  for this evening will be: 

­Rfc @cqr Emtcplkclr Kmlcw A_l @sw® 
 

Bring your Annual Meeting Kit (enclosed in this VOTER) 
Dinner at 6pm: $35 per person; cash bar; 

No charge to attend the meeting starting at 7:55pm. 
 RSVP by sending in your check with the form on Pages 7 
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OUR END-OF-APRIL TIMELY TOPIC 
 

Jo Gilbert  
 speaking on 

AFGHANISTAN  
 

Wednesday, April 28,  7pm in Hanson Hall at           
The Sequoias , 501 Portola Road, Portola Valley 

 

Our League member Jo Gilbert kept us spellbound, and filled the living 
room, last time when she spoke to us! She travels extensively, especially 
in Central and South Asia. Her most recent trip to Afghanistan was last 

August when the election took place.    
 

For information on these events and transportation help contact:  
Ellen Hope, 839-8647 or ellenjhope@aol.com. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT      
In advance of our Annual Meeting, 
which I hope you will attend and 
bring a friend, an incredible amount 
of work goes on. Lucile Spurlock, our 
stalwart Admin VP, whips the Board 
and the Nominating Committee into 

shape. Once again Program Chair Ellen Hope 
has rustled up a great speaker.  Richard Ho-
lober is a grassroots organizer from way back 
and a dynamic proponent of Prop 15, the Fair 
Elections/Clean Money initiative, which the 
[ŜŀƎǳŜ ǿƘƻƭŜƘŜŀǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 
him or a good dinner with League friends new 
ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΦ 

 

Kathy Armstrong had a Speakers Bureau 
άǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǎ ϧ /ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
five Props on the June ballot this week. Each 
of us took one Prop to train the others, care-
Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎǳƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
voters to know, how each will impact their 
lives and ours. But you would have also heard 
ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ ŘƻƻǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
work ōǳǘ Ŧǳƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƎƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 

I am also looking forward to the Cargill Salt-
works forum in May (see page 3). This is just 
the kind of meaty issue we ought to be under-
taking. I know more rumors than facts about 
this development, and look forward to dis-
cerning truth from fiction. Equally important, 
however, is the need for an even-handed 
moderator for this event. Civility is in increas-
ingly short supply in political arenas. The 
[ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ 
ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŀ 
League member.  
 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ aŀȅ нсΗ 
Jamie Shepard, Board President    

867-0885    gojamieshepard@gmail.com 

BOARD BRIEFS  
From the April 12th Board meeting: 
 

We ratified the approval of the Emergency 
Action Committee to appoint Barbara Boles 
and Lucile Spurlock to the Budget Committee.  
 

Jamie reported that we have worked out new 
procedures to be sure that membership, dues 
and donation information is sent to the per-
son in charge of each area. This will help us 
keep our records and database up-to-date. 
Procedures are posted in the League office. 
 

The state has recorded our membership at 
202, which allows us to send two voting repre-
sentatives to the National Convention in June.   
 

²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ άtǊƻǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎέ ǇŀƳπ
phlets to pass out at our Pros and Cons meet-
ings this spring.  We will also add a link to our 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ άtǊƻǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎέΣ /!π
Votes.org and other useful voter information. 
 

²Ŝ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 
{ǘŀƴŘǎέ ŀŘ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŀǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀȅΦ   
 

The next Board meeting will be at 7pm on 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ оǊŘΣ ŀǘ [ǳŎƛƭŜ {ǇǳǊƭƻŎƪΩǎΦ 
  

Shirley Des Marais, Board Secretary                
sdesmarais@pacbell.net  

Have you seen our new 
LWVSSMC.Org website yet?  

Our League Webmaster Debby Maio and the 
Communications Working Group did a great 
Ƨƻō ǊŜǾŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ 9½ ²Ŝō ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
tool, we can update our site with relative 
ease- especially important during the upcom-
ing elections. Rely on our website for calen-
dar updates. Find a Pros&Cons event near 
ȅƻǳΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ 
new CAvotes website. Read old and new  
Voters online. And coming to an emailbox 
near you:   starting with our next issue, all of 
you with email addresses will receive an 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ±h¢9wΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ Dw99bΗ 
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The Atherton Civic Interest League (ACIL) and 
our League are co-sponsoring a public forum 
on the proposed 25,000-residents develop-
ment  in Redwood City at the former Cargill 
Saltworks site. League members will moder-
ate speakers at this event. The case against 
the project will be presented by Save-the-
Bay and the case for the project will be pre-
sented by the DMB-Cargill group.  Q&A will 
follow the presentations.  
TIME AND PLACE: Thursday, May 27, 7:00 
pm, at the Pavilion in Holbrook-Palmer Park 
in Atherton. 

In May we will discuss 
Know Your  Power: A Mes-
sage to Americaôs Daugh-

ters  by Nancy Pelosi. Our 
group will meet at 7:30pm 
on Thursday, May 20, at 
[ǳƛǎŜ aŀƛŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΥ млм 

Alma Street, #502, in Palo Alto. This book 
and all of our Book Group selections are 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ YŜǇƭŜǊΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎΦ 
Judy Orttung, jorttung@comcast.net  

or 847-1779 

FORUM ON THE CARGILL 

SALTWORKS PROJECT 

SLATED FOR MAY 27 

KEPLERS SUPPORTS OUR LEAGUE 
Ask for credit to our League in store or online and 
Keplers will apply 10% of your purchase as part of 

their annual donation to our League. 

 

{ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ άtǊƻǎ ŀƴŘ 
/ƻƴǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴŜ .ŀƭƭƻǘ 
Propositions 
Our Speakers Bureau will be pre-
senting the Pros and Cons of the 
Propositions at several locations 
prior to the June 8 election.  Our 
members will receive a copy of 

the Pros & Cons publication in the mail 
shortly.  Bring a friend to our Pros & Cons 
presentations: 
 

¶ May 10, Monday, 10-11am at Little 
House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park; 

 

¶ May 12, Wed., 7-8pm ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ {ŜǉǳƻƛŀǎΩ 
Hanson Hall, 501 Portola Rd., Portola 
Valley. 

 

Visit our website at lwvssmc.org under Voter 
Service for additional dates in our area. 
 

Dates for the June Election: 
   April 29 ς Official Voter Information Guide 
begins mailing 
   May 10 ς Vote-by-Mail ballots begin mail-
ing (and our date above at Little House) 
   May 12 ς Pros & Cons talk on the June 8 
statewide ballot propositions, 7 pm in Han-
son Hall at the Sequoias, Portola Valley 
   May 24 ς Last day to register to vote in the 
June 8 primary 
   June 8 ς Election Day (statewide primary) 
 

Kathy Armstrong, Voter Service Director, 
LWVSSMC, karmstro@conncoll.edu, or   
321-3623 

SAVE THE DATE: 
bƻǊǘƘκ/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ 
be 9:00 am ς noon on Saturday, June 5,  at 
the Oyster Point Yacht Club overlooking the 
SSF ferry terminal site. The event speaker 
represents the Water Emergency Transpor-
tation Authority, which is in charge of using 
ferries and other boats to move people and 
supplies in an earthquake emergency.  

OUR LEAGUE BOOK GROUP 

LOCAL VOTER SERVICE  

 

AND SPEAKING OF 

MONEY... 
Our Treasurer Jack Morris is 
looking for an assistant.  
Contact him for details:   
325-1886 or jackhm@att.net. 

http://www.amazon.com/American-Lion-Andrew-Jackson-Notable/dp/0812973461/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1255547437&sr=1-1
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TIME AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING OF THE 
STEERING COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANS-
PORTATION AND LAND USE: 
   ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ нтΣ млΥолŀƳΣ ŀǘ tŀǘǘȅ .ƻȅƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ 
All interested are welcome to attend this and future 
meetings. Contact: Patty Boyle, Housing Chair, 
LWVSSMC, 854-4046 or p.boyle@earthlink.net 

Mark your calendar now for the LWVBA Convention 
on Saturday, May 29, to review positions, elect offi-
cers and hear a speaker.  All Leagues need to pre-
pare to send delegates.  
 

* HONORS FOR LWVBA MEMBERS 
Sandra Threlfall, webmaster for LWVBA, has been 
selected for the Hall of Fame by the Alameda 
County Commission on the Status of Women.  A 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ [²± hŀƪƭŀƴŘΣ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ άǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜŘǳπ
cating and organizing the public to preserve access 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hŀƪƭŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘΦέ 
Nikki Harris, Co-president of LWVBA, was selected 
to be one of twelve individuals to become a Ruth S. 
Shur Fellow for Leadership Training.  She will attend 
a four-day training session in Washington, D. C. and 
return to work with Leagues in two states. 
 

* MONITOR HIGHLIGHTS 
Published for over 30 years as a project of the 
League of Women Voters of the Bay Area Education 
Fund, the Bay Area Monitor provides coverage of 
transportation, air quality, water quality, open 
space, and land use issues in the nine-county San 
Francisco Bay Area. This excellent publication looks 
at the problems facing the larger Bay Area.  You can 
find it at www.bayareamonitor.org 
 

* MORE LWVBA EVENTS IN MAY 2010  
Monday, May 10, 11:30am-1 pm:  Natural Re-
sources/Water, in Oakland 
Speaker: David Tsztoo with the SFPUC's Water Sys-
tem Improvement Program on the Irvington Tunnel 
Project. For details on events see the LWV Bay Area 
calendar at www.lwvbayarea.org/calendar.html 
 

Thursday, May 13,  12:00-1:30 pm:  Inter-League 
South Meeting, in Palo Alto 
 

See www.lwvBayArea.org and 
www.BayAreaMonitor.org for Bay Area LWV news 
and articles, such as the excerpt on the next page.  

LOCAL LEAGUE STEERING COMMITTEE:  Patty 
Boyle is leading a Steering Committee with 
three other Board MembersτSuzanne Fouche, 
Ellen Hope and Evan Hughesτin a review of 
our League positions relevant to the inter-
relationships of housing, transportation, land 
use, climate change and local implementation 
of two state laws: AB 32 (global warming solu-
tions) and SB 375 (regional planning to achieve 
AB 32 compliance). These positions impact our 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀǊƎƛƭƭ 
{ŀƭǘǿƻǊƪǎέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ wŜŘǿƻƻŘ /ƛǘȅ όtŀƎŜ оύΦ  
The group also plans to organize larger meet-
ings or discussion groups on these subjects.   
 

AB32: The LWVC supported this bill as it was 
becoming law in 2006, and now opposes cur-
rent attempts in the Legislature to weaken or 
repeal it.   
SB375: The state League (LWVC) supported it in 
2008.  The main thrust of the law is planning 
that enables less VMT (vehicle miles travelled), 
and a process that does inventory and target 
setting by region.  For this steering committee, 
SB375 means that projects should be evaluated 
in terms of cutting carbon emissions, as well as 
the older League positions on transportation, 
housing, parks, air and water impacts, and local 
environmental issues. 
 

For our local committee, AB32 enters local de-
cision making via SB375, because SB375 is the 
regional planningτand regional government 
agencies such as ABAG, BAAQMD and BCDCτ 
process to meet the legal targets of AB32.  The 
!w.Ωǎ ά{ŎƻǇƛƴƎ tƭŀƴέ ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ Ƴŀƴπ
dates of AB32 can be met and sets out actions 
for ARB and other State government agencies. 
 

The scoping plan sets out a way to decrease, by 
174 million tons per year CO2-equivalent, the 
GhG emissions in and for California.  Land-use-
related changes are targeted to supply about 
20 million of these tons, and SB375 is the vehi-
cle for achieving this 20 million, within 10 or 15 
years. This committee is to bring our local 
League to look at local projects in this light, as 
an add-on to the older ways of evaluating pro-
jects: housing, transportation, traffic, etc. Ed. 

LOCAL LEAGUE STEERING COM-

MITTEE ON HOUSING, TRANS-

PORTATION AND LAND USE 

BAY AREA LEAGUE 
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HIGH SPEED RAIL 
Excerpts from the April 2010 
Bay Area Monitor 
www.BayAreaMonitor.org: 
 

All Eyes on High-Speed Rail 
by Deirdre Newman  

 

California High-Speed Rail Authority adjusts its 
timeline for the statewide bullet train in order to 
meet deadlines imposed by the federal govern-
ment in the disbursement of billions of dollars in 
stimulus funds, the project is being met with crit-
ics from all sides who are alarmed about the high 
cost of construction and the potential impact of 
the route.  
 

The recently announced disbursement of $2.25 
billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act funding from the Obama administration is 
contingent on the project winning environmental 
approval by the fall of 2011 and construction 
starting by the fall of 2012. 
 

While California received the largest amount of 
funding of any state for high-speed, intercity rail, 
the authority is now in the precarious position of 
having to abide by federal deadlines while the 
project draws intensified scrutiny due to the 
award. A report on various alignment alterna-
tives for the San Francisco to San Jose section 
has already been delayed twice and is now ex-
pected in April. 
 

If the deadlines are met, the award will ulti-
mately be divvied up among specific projects τ 
including the San Francisco-San Jose section τ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ŀƴ ŀǇπ
proximately 520-mile route from San Francisco 
to Anaheim. The entire system, when extended 
north to Sacramento and south to San Diego, is 
expected to span about 800 miles. 
 

The high-speed rail project garnered enough sup-
port for voters to pass a $9.95 billion bond act, 
Proposition 1A, in 2008. This bond measure was 
essentially a down payment on the project, 
which will be funded by a combination of state, 
federal, local, and private funds. . . . 
 . . . The sections that will likely be built first in-
clude Los Angeles to Anaheim, Merced to Bakers-
field, and San Francisco to field, and San Fran-
cisco to San Jose, based on the federal grant de-
termination. 
 

As far as the route for San Francisco to San Jose 
is concerned, the obvious part was identifying 

 

 
the Caltrain corridor for that purpose since the 
tracks are already there. Now the question is 
how to create the alignment for the bullet 
train to share that route with Caltrain. And 
that is proving to be a particularly thorny ques-
tion. The authority is currently in the process 
of getting environmental reviews ready so 
they can be certified. For the San Francisco to 
San Jose section, the authority is conducting 
an alternatives analysis, which is the second 
step of the environmental review process. This 
is when engineers and planners look at the 
possible configurations including at ground 
level, above ground level, or below ground 
level. Once these analyses are put into a re-
port, there will be a chance for more public 
input, before the report goes to the authority 
for certification, following review by other 
agencies. This approval must come by fall 2011 
in order for the funds to be used, but the re-
port has already been delayed to more clearly 
refine the alternatives, after an initial public 
presentation. . . . 
 

 . . . While some residents along the Peninsula 
have asked for the project to stop in San Jose, 
that is not an option, Barker said. During the 
environmental process, every project has to 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ άƴƻ ōǳƛƭŘέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳπ
pare the environmental effects of building. But 
this option is just for comparison and the 
trains will definitely finish the intended route 
into San Francisco, Barker explained. 
 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ 
one of the problems that local opponents of the 
planned SJ-SF route always point to: the California 
High Speed Rail Authority leaders have their 
minds made up and do not listen to (or, in any 
case, do not act on) local objections and ideas.  

CAvotes.org: New Education-

Only Site by LWVC 

Fair and balanced voting resources and commu-
nity education information are now on their own 
new site. All registered voter households receive a 
Voter Information Guide from the Secretary of 
State and a Sample Ballot from their county elec-
tion officials.  But, now there is 

 CAvotes.org  

to give you more: concise, fair and balanced, and 
thoroughly researched information about issues, 
candidates, and measures, as well as portals to 
EasyVoter.org and SmartVoter.org for even more. 
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STATE LEAGUE NEWS & 

ADVOCACY UPDATES 

LWVC HOSTS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  
MAY 15-16 IN SACRAMENTO 
Take a look at the Leadership Council blog at 
www.lwvc.wordpress.com to learn more about this 
meeting.  We are invited to have one voting dele-
gate to the Council, and we are encouraged to send 
non-voting leaders to take advantage of workshops, 
plenary sessions, caucuses and the banquet. 
 

This year we celebrate our 90th year at our Leader-
ship Council (held in Sacramento on May 15-16) by 
taking a look back at 90 years of excellence in lead-
ership by honoring our past presidents. Mrs. Frank 
G. Law was the first president of LWVC, which 
formed in response to the need for newly enfran-
chised women for information and guidance in vot-
ing and understanding the workings of government. 
Read more atwww.lwvc.wordpress.com.  
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
¶ Tips for Presidents and Treasurers 
¶ Attracting and Retaining Members 
¶ Fundraising Fundamentals 
¶ Potential Hot Topics for the Nov 2010 Ballot 
¶ Local League Voter Service: Using EASY VOTER & 

SMART VOTER  
 

REDISTRICTING: PROP. 11 OF 2008 IS BE-
ING THREATENED (NOV. 2010 BALLOT) 
Even before the Citizens Redistricting Commission is 
created under the November 2008 Proposition 11, 
redistricting is under attack by another petition to be 
put on the November 2010 ballot. The so-called FAIR 
Act Initiative would undo Prop 11 and turn the draw-
ing of district boundaries for the state Assembly, 
Senate and Board of Equalization back to the legisla-
ture.  The League of Women Voters California 
(LWVC) opposes this initiative, which is officially 
listed as that of Daniel Lowenstein, a UCLA law pro-
fessor.  When informed of this measure, likely voters 
are strongly opposed. 
 

SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATIVE TERM LIMITS 
REFORM ACT (NOV. 2010 BALLOT) 
The LWVC supports this initiative, also currently in 
circulation for the November 2010 ballot. This initia-
tive would limit an individual to a total of twelve (12) 
years in the Legislature τ in the Senate, the Assem-
bly, or both, in any combination of terms.   

League Action on June Ballot Meas-
ures ð The LWVC SUPPORTS Proposition 15, 
and OPPOSES Proposition 16 on the June ballot. 
 

Vote YES on 15: FAIR ELECTIONS 
The League is co-chair of the campaign to pass 
the California Fair Elections Act on the June 2010 
ballot. The measure will create a pilot project to 
make voluntary public financing available to Sec-
retary of State candidates in 2014 and 2018. The 
San Jose Mercury News has given its editorial 
support to Prop. 15. Find out more about the 
campaign and opportunities for speakers train-
ing, volunteer orientation, and kickoff events. 
This is a grassroots campaign; we encourage eve-
ryone to be involved.  
 

Vote NO on 16: NEW 2/3 VOTE RE-
QUIREMENT FOR LOCAL PUBLIC ELEC-
TRICITY PROVIDERS 
The League opposes this vote requirement that 
would impose a new 2/3 vote requirement.  
PG&E is the sole sponsor of Prop 16 and would 
benefit from this measure to hinder competition 
which could come from the expansion of a mu-
nicipal utility district or creation of a new com-
munity choice aggregation (CCA) program set up 
ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ άƎǊŜŜƴέ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭ ƛǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ 
to rate payers. 
 

The League is neutral on Prop 13 and has no 
positions on Props 14 and 17.  See http://
ca.lwv.org/action/prop1006/index.html  
  

REDISTRICTING IMPLEMENTATION 
The LWVC  supported applicants for the Redis-
tricting Commission established by Prop. 11 of 
Nov. 2008.  Chris Carson was in charge of this 
support prior to the April 19th deadline. She is 
arranging for observers of the process of selec-
tion of the Commission members. 
 

STATE, BAY AREA AND LOCAL 
LEAGUE SITES ONLINE: 
South San Mateo County:  

www.LWVSSMC.org 
LWV Bay Area: www.LWVBayArea.org 

LWV CA:   www.CA.LWV.org  
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Annual Meeting  

Reservation Form 

Pick your Choice and Number of Dinner Entrées: 
 

_____ MEAT LOVERS ENTREE 
Shish Kebab with grilled vegetables and bulgur 
 

_____ VEGETARIAN ENTREE 
Imam Bayildi (eggplant stuffed with tomatoes,   
onions and pine nuts) 
 

Names of Attendees:   
 

 
 

Complete and mail with check for $35 per person 
to the LWVSSMC office by May 20! 

LWVC ON LEGISLATION THIS YEAR 
 

AB32 Suspension: The LWVC strongly sup-

ported the enactment of AB 32, the Global 
Warming Solutions Act of 2006. The League has 
joined with the Green California coalition and 
others to oppose the initiative in the Legislature 
to suspend the implementation of AB 32 until 
the state unemployment rate is 5.5 percent or 
lower for four consecutive calendar quarters.  
 

Legislative Priorities for 2010 Legisla-
tive Session: The LWVC Board has adopted 

Legislative Priorities for 2010. Legislative Priori-
ties address key issues expected to be active in 
the legislature during the current session. The 
priority issues will be State and Local Finances/
State Budget τ focusing on reform of the state 
budgeting process and support of equitable and 
adequate generation and distribution of tax 
revenues. As time and resources permit, we will 
act on core government issues and anticipate 
action in the areas of Health Care, Education, 
and the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

NATIONAL CONVENTION JUNE 11-15 
The LWVUS National Convention, held every 
two years, is in Atlanta this year on June 11-
15.  Barbara Boles, one of our past presi-
dents and a member of the State Board 
(LWVC), and our President, Jamie Shepard, 
will be our delegates. If you would like to at-
tend also, contact Jamie Shepard at gojami-
eshepard@gmail.com, or Administrative VP 
Lucile Spurlock at caspurlock@aol.com.  For 
information on the Convention, go to the 
National LWVUS website at www.lwv.org. 
[Editor] 
 

For the latest information on the 
[ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
national issues, go to:  www.LWV.org 

National Issues & Advocacy 

THE FEDERAL ROLE IN EDUCATION:  
At our local Program Planning Meeting in Decem-
ōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƻ !ƭǘƻ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ 
have the LWVUS Convention consider doing a new 
national study on the role of the Federal govern-
ment in education, both K-12 and higher educa-
tion. Doris Petersen of the Palo Alto League now 
reports as follows:   
 

άThe LWVUS Board has recommended the Federal 
Role in Public Education as a study. This means 
that the proposed  study will require only a major-
ity vote by the convention in June to become a 
reality. The committee proposing the study has 
scheduled three caucuses at convention: Saturday, 
June 12, 7:30pm, Monday, June 13, 7:30 am, and 
Tuesday, June 14, 7:30am. Anyone planning to 
attend the LWVUS Convention may contact me at 
petersendoris@earthlink.net or 650 326-0409. Let 
me know if you would like more information about 
the proposal itself.ά 
 

Congratulations, Doris! [Editor] 
 

Doris also reports that Diane Ravitch can be heard 
ƻƴ Yv95 ууΦр ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪ ά5ŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
DǊŜŀǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳέ ǇƻŘŎŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ aƛπ
ŎƘŀŜƭ YǊŀǎƴȅΩǎ Forum: 
 

http://www.kqed.org/epArchive/R201004140900 

LWVUS: THE NATIONAL LWV 

CONVENTION IN ATLANTA 
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Annual Meeting  

Reservation Form 

Mark your dinner preference on the form 
on the back of this page (Page 7), and re-
turn it with a check payable to LWVSSMC 
for $35 per person no later than May 20  

to the League office. There is no charge to 
attend the business meeting. Cash bar.  

GUESTS ARE WELCOMED!  
 

Mail your $35 check and the completed form to: 
LWV of South San Mateo County 
713 Santa Cruz Avenue, Suite 9 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 Dated Material 
Please Expedite 

    Address Service Requested   

UPCOMING EVENTS  CALENDAR 

 APRIL 

28 Wed 7pm 
TIMELY TOPIC: Jo Gilbert speaking on Afghanistan ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ {ŜǉǳƻƛŀǎΩ Iŀƴǎƻƴ IŀƭƭΣ рлм tƻǊǘƻƭŀ 
Rd, Portola Valley. Transportation available.  Contact:  Ellen Hope ellenjhope@aol.com or 839-
8647  (See Page 1) 

 MAY  

3 Mon 7pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING at Lucile Spurlock's home, 856 Creek Dr, Menlo Park, 323-5358 

10 Mon 10am PROS & CONS on June ballot propositions at Little House, 800 Middle Ave., Menlo Park (P. 3) 

12 Wed 7pm PROS & CONS on June ballot propositions, The Sequoias, 501 Portola Rd, Portola Valley (P. 3) 

 (P. 3)20 
Wed 

7:30pm 
LEAGUE BOOK GROUP discussing Know Your Power by Nancy Pelosi, at Luise Maier's. Contact: 
Judy Orttung, 847-1779 or jorttung@comcast.net (See Page 3) 

26 Wed 6pm 
ANNUAL MEETING ŀǘ {ǳƭǘŀƴŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ ммпф 9ƭ /ŀƳƛƴƻΣ aŜƴƭƻ tŀǊƪ Φ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊΦ 
Bring your Annual Meeting Kit which is inserted in this issue of The VOTER. Reservations and 
checks dues by May 20! (See Page 1) 

27 Thurs 7pm DMB-Cargill Forum (7-9pm) at the Holbrook-Palmer Park Pavilion, Atherton (See Page 3) 

 JUNE  

7 Mon 7pm LWVSSMC BOARD MEETING at Lucile Spurlock's home, 856 Creek Dr, Menlo Park, 323-5358 

8 Tues 7am-8pm ELECTION DAY !!!  REMEMBER TO VOTE !!!  Information at www.SmartVoter.org 

Statement of Ownership: THE VOTER is published 10 times a year by the League of Women Voters of South San Mateo County, 713 Santa 
Cruz Avenue, Suite 9, Menlo Park CA  94025.  It is sent to members and supporters of the LWVSSMC. This publication may be reproduced or 
reprinted in part or in whole with proper attribution.    President ς Jamie Shepard (650) 867-0885            Editor ς Evan Hughes (650) 329-8698 


